
  

 
 
 

 
 
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
Short term assessments to inform accelerated distribution, uptake, and promotion of 
increased use of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) through Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 
Yojna (PMUY)   
 
BACKGROUND 
Direct exposure to household air pollution (HAP) from cooking and heating with solid fuels 
caused over 780,000 deaths in India in 2016. In addition, HAP remains a leading source of 
ambient air pollution across the country, affecting people in rural areas, but also contributing 
substantially to air quality in urban areas. Thus, achieving the health benefits of reducing 
exposure to HAP involves increasing the uptake, near-exclusive and sustained use of clean 
household energy in individual households and at the community level.  The Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojna (PMUY) program, the government’s flagship effort to address this problem, 
has already provided unprecedented access to LPG to poor households, with nearly 4 crore 
connections achieved since May 2016. As a result, there is great interest in demonstrating 
assessing the how the PMUY is impacting access, uptake, consistent and sustained use of 
LPG at household and community levels and to identify implementation, household and 
community factors influencing these outcomes.     
 
In October 2017, the Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR) formed an expert Task 
Force on ‘Impact assessment of the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojna (PMUY)”. One of the 
initial objectives of the Task Force is to support short term (results available within a year) 
assessments to identify critical barriers to successful implementation of PMUY. Rather than 
focusing on the potential impact of the PMUY program, these assessments should focus on 
the process of distribution, uptake, and promotion of increased use of LPG and the disuse 
of polluting cooking fuels. In other words, the goal of these short-term assessments would 
be to identify approaches to accelerate the increased and sustained use of LPG at scale in 
the short term, to achieve the longer-term benefits to health and well-being. These efforts 
should be considered part of a more comprehensive approach needed to assess the 
benefits to health and the closely related socio-cultural and economic impacts of India's 
efforts to increase LPG access among the poor.  
 
OBJECTIVE 
The purpose of this RFQ is to identify 1) qualified organizations interested in conducting 
short term assessments of the current PMUY approach from different perspectives using a 
diverse set of approaches (e.g. public health, social science, marketing, behavior change 
communication) and 2) qualified organizations possessing the diverse set of expertise 
needed to collaborate in the development and implementation of a longer-term, more 
comprehensive assessment. Submissions will be shared with the ICMR task force to 
help inform their ongoing efforts to assess the short- and long-term impacts of the 
Ujjwala program. 
 
 
  



  

 
 
 
 
 
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
Statements of qualification (maximum of 5-7 pages, 11-point font, single-spaced) should 
include:  

A. General description of organisation, including organisational qualifications as 
relevant   

B. Description of qualified team members (include detailed biodata of qualified team 
members as appendices)  

C. Description of related projects (previous and ongoing)  
D. Brief (1-2 page max) description of potential short-term assessment approach (to be 

developed into a fuller proposal upon invitation of the committee) including states 
and/or districts of interest, existing datasets to be leveraged, methods to be 
employed, etc. as relevant.   

 
PROCESS AND DEADLINES 
The deadline for submission of qualifications is Monday, 4th June 2018, 11:59 pm IST. 
Please submit qualifications to Sumi Mehta  
e-mail: smehta@vitalstrategies.org. 
 
EVALUATION PROCESS AND NEXT STEPS 
Qualifications will be reviewed at the June meeting of the ICMR Taskforce. Respondents 
may be invited to submit full proposals to the Taskforce, and may also be asked to 
collaborate in the development of a more extensive assessment to be funded by the task 
force. Qualified respondents will also be invited to participate in a technical meeting to 
inform the development of a comprehensive framework to assess the impact of PMUY.     
 
ABOUT VITAL STRATEGIES 
Vital Strategies is an international public health organization. We develop and oversee 
programs to strengthen public health systems and implement evidence-based initiatives to 
address leading causes of morbidity and mortality, providing expertise in project 
implementation and management, strategic communications, epidemiology and 
surveillance, environmental health and other core public health capacities. The Vital 
Strategies Environmental Health division applies tools of public health to inform policies that 
support healthy, equitable and sustainable outcomes for people living in an increasingly 
urbanized world. Most Vital Strategies activities are based in low- and middle-income 
countries and cities in Africa, Latin America, Asia and the Pacific. Please visit our website at 
www.vitalstrategies.org to find out more about our work. Vital Strategies is an independent 
affiliate of The International Union against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease (The Union). 
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